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Abstract:
The objective of this research is to investigate the relationships between leader-member exchange (LMX), safety climate, safety commitment, and
safety behavior in container shipping operations. This research seeks to extend the previous research on safety area by the application of the theory of
LMX. Using data collected from a survey of seafarers in container ships and stevedores in container terminals, the relationships among the constructs
in the model will be tested, namely: LMX quality, safety climate, safety commitment, and safe behavior. A structural equation model will be conducted.
This study predicts that LMX quality, safety climate, and safety commitment will be positively related to employees' safety behaviors, whereas LMX
quality and safety climate will be positively related to safety commitment. Specifically, this study also predicts that the moderating role of safety climate
on the relationships between LMX quality, safety commitment, and safety behavior. That is, safety climate will strengthen the relationships between
LMX quality and safety commitment, as well as LMX quality and safety behavior. Safety climate will foster employees' safety behaviors as experienced
by seafarers in container vessels and stevedores in container terminal operations when safety climate is high rather than low. The theoretical and
practical implications of the research findings in container shipping safety are discussed.
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